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Press Release


With an Economic Impact of €190 Million
VMPS is a pillar of Portugal’s interior region
· VMPS – Águas e Turismo, a Super Bock Group company, contributes to the development of Portugal’s interior, promotes territorial cohesion, and helps combat depopulation
· National economic impact of €190 million.
· Headquartered in Vila Pouca de Aguiar, VMPS generates approximately 24% of the municipality’s total business turnover.

VMPS – Águas e Turismo, S.A., headquartered in Vila Pouca de Aguiar, has established itself as a pillar of economic and social development in Portugal’s interior, particularly in the Alto Tâmega and Barroso region. The company plays a highly significant role in value creation, employment, and the local economy, especially at a time when the development of inland territories is a strategic priority for Portugal, based on promoting territorial cohesion, combating depopulation, and fostering economic growth.

VMPS’s activities highlight the importance of policies and strategies that strengthen integration with the regional economic fabric, maximizing benefits for the entire national territory.

The study “Assessment of the Socioeconomic Impact of VMPS – Águas e Turismo S.A.”, carried out in April this year by the Faculty of Economics of the University of Porto, provides an overview of the Alto Tâmega and Barroso region and the municipality of Vila Pouca de Aguiar, while assessing the socioeconomic importance of the company’s activities in this context, particularly by estimating its direct, indirect, and induced impact on the regional and local economy.

Operating in two strategic sectors—natural mineral water extraction and bottling, including the iconic Água das Pedras brand, and tourism—VMPS’s relevance is evident, particularly at the local level. In 2024, the company’s turnover accounted for approximately 24% of the total business turnover in the municipality of Vila Pouca de Aguiar, while the gross value added (GVA) generated represented around 31% of local business GVA (contribution to GDP).

At the regional level, in Alto Tâmega and Barroso, VMPS generated an economic impact exceeding €91 million and approximately €32 million in gross value added. At the national level, the company’s total accumulated impact reached nearly €190 million in output, around €70 million in gross value added, and approximately €30 million in employee compensation.

Alongside its economic contribution, VMPS also plays an important social role, generating direct, indirect, and induced employment in territories facing demographic challenges. In total, the company supports 278 direct jobs, including 134 in its tourism operations and 144 in its production facilities.

· VMPS – the only Super Bock Group company headquartered outside Matosinhos

Part of the Super Bock Group since 2002, VMPS stands out for maintaining its headquarters in Vila Pouca de Aguiar, reinforcing its role in decentralising economic activity and enhancing the value of inland territories.

Within its integrated business model, which combines industry, wellness, and destination tourism, Água das Pedras stands out. Its unique composition—100% naturally sparkling mineral water—has positioned it as the leading brand in Portugal, with a presence in around 20 international markets. In tourism, the company’s two flagship units are located in the municipalities of Vila Pouca de Aguiar (Pedras Salgadas Spa & Nature Park) and Chaves (Vidago Palace Hotel). This business segment has gained increasing strategic importance, contributing to business diversification and strengthening the region’s reputation as a premier destination for thermal wellness and nature tourism.

With a strong industrial base, VMPS has consistently invested in the modernisation of its operations, particularly in Vila Pouca de Aguiar. In recent years, approximately €40 million has been invested in the Pedras Salgadas Production Centre, including the modernisation of filling lines, expansion of storage capacity, implementation of automated systems, and the development of new facilities for employees. This is the production site from which all Água das Pedras products are distributed throughout Portugal and international markets.

The commitment of VMPS and the Super Bock Group to the region extends to the sustainable management of natural resources and investment in local communities. This includes ecological restoration projects, such as the one currently underway at Pedras Salgadas Park, as well as ongoing support for more than twenty local and regional cultural, social, and sports organisations.
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